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December 1, 1975 

Mr. Robert L. Schleuger 
Supervisor, F i e l d Operations, Region IV, DWPC 
I l l i n o i s Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 
117 West Main S t r e e t 
C o l l i n s v i l l e , I l l i n o i s 62234 

Dear Mr. Schleuger: 

Enclosed are two copies of our i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t on the PCB use, 
handling, storage and d i s p o s a l at Van Tran E l e c t r i c C o r p o r a t i o n a t 
Vand a l i a , I l l i n o i s on November 12, 1975. 

I f you have any questions regarding t h i s r e p o r t , p l e a s e contact me 
or Mr. S. Bernotas of my s t a f f . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

D i r e c t o r 

Enclosure (2 copies) 
Van Tran E l e c t r i c Corp. Report 
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REPORT ON INSPECTION OF PCB USE 
USEPA - ILLINOIS DISTRICT OFFICE 

I . Company I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

Van Tran E l e c t r i c Corporation 
1550 Van Tran Avenue 
Vandalia, I l l i n o i s 62471 

Telephone: 618-283-3220 

Responsible O f f i c i a l s 

Mr. Howard T r i n d a l l , P l a n t Manager 
Mr. J e r r y L i t t l e , O f f i c e Manager 
Mr. Bob Smith, Superintendent 

I I . Date of I n s p e c t i o n 

November 12, 1975 

'i 

I I I . P a r t i c i p a n t s 

Company 

Mr. J e r r y L i t t l e , O f f i c e Manager 
Mr. Bob Smith, Superintendent 

USEPA - I l l i n o i s D i s t r i c t O f f i c e 

• S y l v e s t e r Bernotas, S a n i t a r y Engineer (Author) 

IV. Objective 

To review methods of handling PCB's, i n c l u d i n g storage and d i s p o s a l . 

V. Summary of Findings 

The method of handling PCB's c o n t a i n i n g m a t e r i a l s appears to be 
inadequate f o r preven t i o n of l o s s to the environment. 

Monsanto's A s k a r e l i s r e c e i v e d i n 55 g a l l o n drums and s t o r e d i n 
a sheet metal b u i l d i n g (approximately 49 drums were i n the b u i l d i n g ) . 
When A s k a r e l i s r e q u i r e d , a drum i s tra n s p o r t e d by f o r k l i f t t r u c k to 
another b u i l d i n g where the A s k a r e l i s poured from the drum i n t o a 
transformer. There i s a yard d r a i n to a d i t c h i n the t r u c k r o u t e . 

Empty drums are stored i n the yard w i t h other empty drums. A s k a r e l 
drums are used f o r s t o r i n g p a i n t t h i n n e r s and waste p a i n t . 
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Other drums are used f o r m a t e r i a l storage a f t e r the tops are cut 
o f f and the i n s i d e i s wiped clean w i t h T r i c h l o r o e t h a n c Methy Chloroform 
55% and Methylene C h l o r i d e 45% s o l v e n t . The A s k a r e l and s o l v e n t mixture 
i s trucked to Van Tran's L o u i s v i l l e , Georgia p l a n t f o r p r o c e s s i n g . Rags 
used to clean the drums are not salvaged. About 2 ounces of A s k a r e l was 
on the top of one of the used drums. 

VI. D e s c r i p t i o n of Company 

Van Tran employs 60 to 70 persons i n the manufacture of pole and 
pad mounted transformers up to 5000 KVA. A s k a r e l i s only used on 
customer request. L a s t year approximately 2500 g a l l o n s of A s k a r e l was 
used i n 12 transformers. 

V I I . D i s c u s s i o n 

The p l a n t should d i s c o n t i n u e using uncleaned A s k a r e l drums f o r p a i n t 
t h i n n e r and p a i n t waste storage. Cleaning rags should a l s o be s t o r e d 
and returned to the processing p l a n t w i t h d i r t y A s k a r e l . 

I f Van Tran f o l l o w s the procedures f o r A s k a r e l storage and d i s p o s a l 
as w r i t t e n i n the "AN C 107-1-1974, American N a t i o n a l Standard G u i d e l i n e s 
f o r handling and d i s p o s a l of c a p a c i t o r and transformer grade a s k a r e l s 
c o n t a i n i n g p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d b i p h e n y l s " no PCB would be l o s t to the 
environment at the p l a n t . 

Stored on the premises are 2000 g a l l o n s of A s k e r a l and 5800 g a l l o n s 
of m i n e r a l o i l i n s i d e a b u i l d i n g . There are two empty m i n e r a l . o i l tanks, 
8000 gallo n s and 6000 g a l l o n s c a p a c i t y , above ground outdoors. 

The p l a n t was on s t r i k e during the i n s p e c t i o n . T h i s summer both 
o u t s i d e tanks were opened and 14,000 g a l l o n s of m i n e r a l o i l were s p i l l e d 
on the ground and ran i n t o a d i t c h near the p l a n t p r o p e r t y . 

Van Tran does not have a c e r t i f i e d SPCC p l a n . A copy of the F e d e r a l 
R e g i s t e r p e r t a i n i n g to the matter was mailed to the o f f i c e manager. 


